Nenagh Childcare Centre up for prestigious award 
Nenagh Childcare Centre has been selected as a finalist in the Maternity and Infant Awards in the Community Crèche of the Year Category. This category is open to notified community crèches operating as not-for-profit services. 
  Childcare in Ireland has grown considerably over the last 10 years, affording parents a wide range of options to choose from. The aim of the maternity & infant Crèche Awards is to recognise standards, excellence and best practise throughout. Appointed specialists, Canavan & Byrne and Safehands will carry out a visit of each crèche finalist to carry out an independent audit, covering health & safety, adult/child engagement, curriculum delivery and initiatives, partnership with parents, policies and procedures, food and nutrition and equality & diversity. How the service has responded to quality initiatives such as Aistear and Síolta will also be considered. 
   Nenagh Childcare Centre provides a Community based quality Childcare Service, housed in a purpose built facility on the campus of the Civic Offices in Nenagh. The facility opened in September 2004 and has developed into a high quality day care & after school service providing childcare to the whole of the community with a focus on including children from low income families who are accessing training, education and work. The Centre focuses on having a child centred ethos with a professionally trained staff while also providing training and progression opportunities through CE and other labour market initiatives. They work in partnership with a wide range of agencies including FÁS, Early Intervention Service who support children in the centre with physical and learning disabilities and the HSE and Social Work Department. We   regularly take in referrals and have an excellent working relationship with both departments. 
   The centre works closely with parents to foster a trustworthy and warm environment where parents feel valued and welcome. Each room works with parents to develop a programme of activities and experiences that will take their child onto the next developmental milestone. Each child has an individual learning plan and record of achievement which continues with the child as he/she moves throughout the Centre. The Centre work hard at building children’s self-esteem through praising children’s efforts and celebrating their achievements. Aistear is the curriculum framework for children from birth to six years in Ireland and is used throughout the Centre. It is the Early Childhood Curriculum Framework and celebrates early childhood as a time of being, and of enjoying and learning from experiences as they unfold. This early learning also lays important foundations   for later learning. Because early childhood marks the beginning of children’s lifelong learning journeys, this framework is called Aistear, the Irish word for journey. 
   They work closely with the schools to provide work experience as part of transition year and students also attend the centre as part of their Social Concern project. Traditionally it was the girl’s schools that attended the Centre but they are delighted that over the past 2 years to have been able to encourage boys to attend and this has proved very popular with the children. 
   They facilitate work experience students from colleges such as Mary Immaculate College in Limerick, VEC Adult Education, National Learning Network, Nenagh Community Training Centre and local schools. The students are given a range of ‘hands on’ experiences from planning and implementing activities to feeding babies. The staff pass on their knowledge and support to the students with their assignments   and tasks. Students are given many opportunities to experience the day to day running of a busy childcare setting and the skills and knowledge required to do so. 
   Their FAS training scheme is well established and many of the trainees have gone on to successfully find employment in the childcare profession. They work with the long term unemployed, single parents and those on low income to develop the skills they need to return to the workplace. 
   Noreen Fogarty, Manager of Nenagh Childcare Centre said: “The centre has developed rapidly since its beginnings in 2000. We feel that we are serving the community in a very positive way by being accessible to all, offering a quality service with the highest standards to parents and children in partnership with agencies, schools and colleges. We are fortunate to have an enthusiastic team of Chairperson, Board Members and staff who keep uppermost the ethos of the Centre. This development is by no means complete and we are   continually improving our service by taking into consideration what is best practice and new thinking. We are delighted to have been nominated by the public, parents, staff and friends of Nenagh Childcare Centre. This is very much appreciated by all and means so much to us, thank you to everyone.” 
   The winning crèche in the Community Crèche of the Year category will be announced at the maternity & infant Awards ceremony, taking place on November 18 at the Shelbourne Hotel, Dublin. The event will be hosted by Sybil Mulcahy and Martin King of The Morning Show, and will feature inspirational stories about ‘unsung heroes’ throughout Ireland through the People Awards. For all those interested in watching the awards, the event will be broadcast on TV3 in late November. 
  For more information about the maternity & infant Awards, visit their website at www.maternityandinfant.ie   or follow them on Facebook at www.facebook.com/maternityandinfant.   
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Staff and youngsters at Nenagh Childcare Centre, which is a finalist in the upcoming Maternity and Infant Awards
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