Early Years Theatre Residency in a Childcare Settin g 2012

Call for Expressions of Interest from Childcare Ser  vice Providers based in North Tipperary-
Closing Date: Thurs 24 Nov 2011-4pm

North Tipperary County Council’s Arts Office with funding support from The Arts Council and in
partnership with North Tipperary County Childcare Committee is leading a collaborative project with
the aim of contributing to the development of arts practice for an early years audience.

This residency will place Little Bigtop's, Joanna Williams in a Childcare Centre to work with staff,
parents and children to create a series of projects and creative experiences.

Many childcare services will be familiar with Little Bigtop from their production The EIf Factory which
was performed for Childcare Services in December 2010.

The Residency will take place from January to March/April 2012 with planning to begin between staff
and the organisers in December 2011.

We are now seeking expressions of interest from service providers who wish to be considered as the
host provider for this project. A selection process will take place.

What does this project entail for your service:

This project will take the approach of a joint exploration/learning journey between the artist and
staff to explore new creative approaches to engaging with young children.

Services need to be open to the idea of the project being process led as opposed to product
led.

You need to be committed to a process that includes reflection and research and requires
flexibility.

We will require a commitment from services that managers and relevant staff time will be
allowed to feed into the reflection process.

Staff need to be available for project planning in late November and into December 2011.

The project will require continuity in terms of staff who will participate on the project-e.g.one-
two key workers who lead the project within the childcare service.

The project will work predominantly with the 3-5 year age group. There will be a lower level of
contact with younger children.

Contact time:
mornings between Jan-March/April 2012
a suitable/agreed timetable will be devised within the structure of the service
approx. 25 days contact time

The aim of the residency is that this research and exploratory work will inform the development
of a new piece of theatre for this age group.

Work done during the residency will need to be documented for dissemination as this is a pilot
project. Therefore we will require permission to photograph/record all participants.

The successful service will be expected to make a reasonable contribution towards materials



for the project, e.g creative/art materials etc.(to be agreed)

How to Make an Expression of Interest:

Outline what attracts your service to this project, e.g. Provide a short (max 2 A4 typed
pages) Statement of Interest.

Outline what you can bring to the project e.g expertise, experience, facilities, resources.

Outline the ethos/philosophy of your service and how this relates to your approach to
working with children.

The project will require participation by key staff in planning/evaluation/reflection. Does
your staff structure allow for such an approach?

Do you see potential for including some of the possible outcomes from this project in
future staff training? If so please outline.

General Info required:

Number of children in your service

Age Profile

Number of staff

Location

Facilities-e.g. do you have access to outdoors, is there a separate space
for creative work available(this is not essential)

Are you willing to travel with children if the project necessitates e.g. to local
resources such as museums, parks etc.

An independent assessment panel will be set up to select a service to participate and
will include representatives from the following:
County Childcare Committee, HSE-Pre-school Unit; North Tipperary Arts Office.

CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
24 November 2011 at 4pm

Please deliver expressions of interest marked:
Early Years Residency 2011/12 to:

The Arts Office,

North Tipperary County Council,
Civic Offices,

Limerick Road,

Nenagh,

Co. Tipperary.

Further Info: The Arts Office, North Tipperary County Council Ph: 067-44860.



Little Blgtop is a children’s theatre company which has recently moved to
Tipperary. The company makes work primarily for children, with a special interest in
creating shows for early years. Our work is innovative, visual and often multisensory.
Shows are always interactive, highly visual and playful.

Drawing on, Artistic Director, Jo Williams, background in circus, visual theatre and
street performance the company has made shows for a wide variety of settings including,
site/building specific installations, theatres, schools, outdoor events and festivals.

PARTICIPATORY PROJECTS
Creative experiences for all ages : Child led play and discovery

Little Bigtop also delivers participatory projects and workshops. This work draws on the company’s
strengths of creating playful environments in which to encourage adults and children to explore, play
and learn.

Proposal for Early Years Residency
in partnership with North Tipperary Arts Office

As Artist in Residence, | will work closely with staff, parents and children
to create a series of 3 projects and creative experiences within the
centre.

Aims
To explore child led play and learn with staff and parents.
To explore ways to engage with children and create playful
experiences which engage all the senses.
To be an investigation into using the arts to engage with the very
young.
To inform the creative process by which Little Bigtop will create a
new piece of work for early years.



